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(4) all or almost all. Since available data included the Student's age, all the categories were well defined and recoded äs follows:  (l 3 years; (2) 8 years; (3) (10 + Student's age)/2; and (4) Student's age. If the Student's age was not available, it was imputed for use the Student length-of-residence variable äs the modal age—for sophomores 15 and for seniors 17. This was done for only a few cases
Language questions were administered through a separate question-naire to all respondents (i.e., not just Hispanics) who passed a filb of five questions that asked about the respondent's mother tongue and languages presently spoken at hörne. Those students who reported a language other than English in response to one of the five questions regarding language background were asked to choose on a four-point scale how well they understood, spoke, read, and wrote the non-Englisl language. The response categories are "Not at All," "Not Very Well," "Pretty Well," and "Very Well" and were coded from zero to four. Exploratory factor analysis of the survey's pretest data showed that the four items clearly load on one factor, with each of the indicators contributing equally (see Fernandez, 1980). The composite index was formed by taking the mean of the four items. Note that the coding is positive, ranging from a low of zero (indicating no proficiency in th< other language) to a high of three (indicating high proficiency) . Those students who did not pass the language background filter (i.e., were monolinguals) were assigned a zero on the scale for proficiency i non-English language. When combined with the dummy variable for language background, this coding has the effect of creating a spline for the proficiency-in-other-language scale.
English proficiency is measured by the Student's performance on tt base-year standardized vocabulary test. To simplify across-cohort comparisons, the scores used are based on the subset of test items the were identical in the sophomore and senior test batteries. The test i£ standardized to a mean of 50 and a Standard deviation of 10.

